
 

 

MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT HEARING 
 

Date 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Board Members 

 
ATTENDED  ABSENT 

1.  Kevin Smith 
2. J.R. DeSpain 
3. Chairman Bill Arendell 

 
  Staff Attendance 

1. Sandra Phillips 
2. Teresita Clashin 
3. Kristyn Saunders 
4. Brandt Clark (Telephonically, Item 5 only.) 

 
Meeting held at the Navajo County Board of Supervisors Chambers, Holbrook, 
Arizona at 10:04 a.m. 
 
Chairman Arendell called the meeting of the Navajo County Board of Adjustment 
to order, led the Pledge of Allegiance, and explained the meeting procedures to 
the public.  
 
ITEM #1:    CASE # 18-27 – VARIANCE - DISTRICT 5: Discussion and possible 
action on a variance request by Travis Hamblin on his 14.58 acre A- General 
zoned parcel, to allow a variance from the required twenty (20) foot rear-yard 
setback, to a zero (0) foot rear-yard setback at the property line, located on a 
portion of APN 212-37-096H, a portion of Section 35, Township 09 North, Range 
22 East of the Gila and Salt River Meridian, in the Pinetop Area. 
 
Sandra presented the item, showing the location of the property in relation to the 
boundaries of the Pinetop-Lakeside municipality, the owner wishes to place the 
horse corrals in the southeast corner of the lot, the eastern adjacent lot is vacant 
commercial property, and the applicant owns the lot to the south as well, which is 
inside the Pinetop-Lakeside district boundary. The applicant has request a 
variance for the rear lot line, but the corrals illustrate that the side yard setback is 
encroached upon as well by the corrals. 
 
She also pointed out that western portion of the lot was an area of known 
drainage that was not recognized by FEMA but is still an area of known flooding. 
The stalls would be located out of the flood area.  Sandy then quoted the Navajo 



 

 

County Zoning Ordinance Article 3 (A-General Zoning), section 302.15 A & B, for 
the care and keeping of horses to be located inside the building setbacks. There 
was one letter received in support of the project, and Sandra presented the area 
of notification and where the posting was located. 
 
Staff suggested combining the lots to the applicant in previous meetings.  
Options discussed included annexing the property fully into Pinetop-Lakeside, or 
work with Pinetop-Lakeside to return the property to the County.  Applicant chose 
not to pursue these options.  Staff reiterated that the existing vacant Commercial 
parcel has zero setbacks therefore, for public safety, feel the eastern setback 
should remain. 
 
Travis Hamblin, the applicant, approached to speak and identified where the 
author of letter of support resides.  He stated that his request was only for stalls 
to the south that he felt the corrals/turnouts will not encroach upon the property to 
the east. 
 
Chairman Arendell asked why he didn’t want to join the lots together, as the 
applicant owned both properties.  Travis stated owning properties in two different 
jurisdictions was difficult. 
 
Board Member DeSpain asked about access, Travis explained two possible 
points, from the south and from the north. 
 
Board Member Smith requested clarification on why he wanted to be on the 
property line.  Travis explained that he wanted to keep the horses out of the 
drainage area and avoid the malapais rock. 
 
Chairman Arendell noted that this area is known for the rock and views this as a 
self imposed hardship as well as a concern when the property changes hands. 
 
Board member DeSpain asked if the turnouts were permanent structures, 
applicant said no, and confirmed where the actual structures were. 
 
Travis bought both lots separately, total of 35 acres. 
 
Sandy explained the difficulty with allowing the installation of the stalls and 
fencing and putting in the stipulations that the fencing and stalls would be 
removed if sold and noted that the county has difficulty enforcing removal of an 
improvement. 
 
Chairman Arendell asked for any comments, either in support or opposed, from 
the audience. 
 
Don Brown approached to comments about the weeds that could grow in the 
setback and could be a fire hazard. 



 

 

 
Board Member DeSpain noted that people are unpredictable, and the board 
doesn’t really know what he was going to do, and cited property rights. 
 
Chairman Arendell disagreed, there are 35 acres, safety issues, and there is 
room on the property to have the stalls and corrals.  
 
Board Chairman Arendell made a motion to deny.  Board Member Smith 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 2 to 1. 
 
 
ITEM #2:    CASE # 18-33 - USE PERMIT - DISTRICT 3: Discussion and 
possible action on a request by Arthur and Mary Gillespie on their 10 acre RU-1 
zoned parcel, to allow a use permit for the placement of a manufactured home to 
be used as a caretaker quarters, located on a portion of APN 404-42-026B,a 
portion of Section 31, Township 11 North, Range 23 East of the Gila and Salt 
River Meridian, in the White Mountain Lake Area. 
 
Sandy noted where the property was located, the property is RU-1 and there is 
already an existing home on the property. She also showed the area of 
notification, and staff received one phone call in favor of the project.  
 
Chairman Arendell asked if it was an allowable use for the area, and Sandra 
confirmed that it was indeed allowable. 
 
The Chairman then asked for the applicant to comment  
 
Mr. Don Brown approached again to talk about this, he noted that there were no 
issues, there was plenty of room and all was well. 
The Chairman asked if he understood stipulations and recommendations from 
staff.  Applicant confirmed 
 
Mary Gilespie approached to explain the need for help caring for her ailing 
mother. 
 
Chairman Arendell: this is reasonable and allowable, Kevin said he was in favor 
 
Board Chairman Arendell made a motion to approve the fence.  Board Member 
DeSpain seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 to 0. 
 
 
ITEM #3:    CASE # 18-46 – VARIANCE - DISTRICT 4: Discussion and possible 
action on a request by Shane Lohr and Clifford Moya on their three (3) acres (6 
acres total) each R-3 zoned parcels, to allow a variance to the six (6) foot-tall 
fence requirement, to an 8-foot-tall Elk fence to be place around both properties, 
located on a portion of APN 212-23-220H and 212-23-220K, a portion of Section 



 

 

23, Township 9 North, Range 22 East of the Gila and Salt River Meridian, in the 
Lakeside Area. 
 
Sandy noted that the county had just adopted IBC for 2015 and allowed 7 foot 
fences, however the ordinance only allowed 6, currently the ordinance holds.  
She explained that elk had in the beginning of the year gone through fences, the 
applicant had already put the fence in and had been notified by staff about the 
variance process, they had already worked with Game & Fish to ensure the 
safety of the elk and a letter from Game & Fish is in the file. 
 
Chairman Arendell asked if they intended to enclose the property or add to it, 
Sandy said that no, they only wished to get permission for what they had already 
placed. 
 
She also showed the area of notification and where the postings were located. 
 
Chairman Arendell asked for any comments, either in support or opposed, from 
the audience. 
 
Shane Lohr, the applicant, noted the areas and said that he put the fence in as 
per Game & Fish recommendations and sited that he put it in for safety and to 
keep the elk out. 
 
Jeremy Whitworth, owns property to the south, stated he is ok with the fence as it 
is, and just doesn’t want the fence to cross the easement. Applicant said they 
would just put in a cattle guard if they had to 
 
Jeremy responded that he dislikes the idea of the cattle guard siting his family’s 
safety. 
 
Sandy noted that property owners are allowed to fence their property.   
 
JR asked if there was a regular fence there, applicant said yes, applicant also 
questioned setbacks for height limits, if he could put the fence further back on the 
property line.  Sandy clarified 
 
Board Chairman Arendell made a motion to approve the fence.  Board Member 
Smith seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 to 0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ITEM #4:    CASE # 18-47 – VARIANCE - DISTRICT 4: Discussion and possible 
action on a request by John Roe on his 1.32 acre R1-43 zoned parcel, to a allow 
a variance to the required twenty (20) foot side-yard setback, to three (3) feet, 
located on a portion of APN 409-10-218D, a portion of Section 13, Township 10 
North, Range 20 East of the Gila and Salt River Meridian, in the Linden Area. 
 
Sandy noted this property is in Timberland acres and that the zoning was R1-34, 
and the applicant is request to put a stall that encroaches into the setback, staff 
also received comment from the neighbor that would be affected saying that he 
did not object to the encroachment. 
 
Chairman Arendell asked if the structure was already built, Sandy was not sure. 
 
John Roe approached with two additional letters of support, he showed the 
properties that were in support of the project, he was not aware of the setbacks 
when he measured for his horse, noting that there was only a small area that he 
could put the structure. 
 
Board Member JR asked what the building on his neighbor’s property, Applicant 
said it was a parking shelter. JR noted that there wasn’t much setback for the 
parking structure. 
 
Applicant noted that the only permanent structure for the corral would be a lean-
to, and other parts of the shelter would be portable. 
 
Larry White, the property owner to the south, he noted that there was very little 
room because the land drops off suddenly. He has no complaints and is 
welcoming. 
 
Chairman Arendell stated he agrees that there is a hardship. 
 
Chairman Arendell made a motion to approve.  Board Member Smith seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 to 0. 
 
ITEM #5:    CASE # 18-48 -  VARIANCE - DISTRICT 4: Discussion and possible 
action on a request by Cellular One/Gwen Sherwood on their 0.84 acre RU-1 
zoned parcel, a variance to allow for a cell tower fall zone, located on a portion of 
APN 207-12-063K, a portion of Section 13, Township 12 North, Range 16 East of 
the Gila and Salt River Meridian, in the Heber Area. 
 
Brandt Clark joined the meeting telephonically. 
 
Sandy showed where the project was located, there is an existing cell tower and 
a water tower on adjacent property. 
 
 



 

 

Discussion on the fall zone and that the parcel shape did not allow for this to be 
met.  Staff presented that the option of acquiring easements on the adjacent 
properties.  Applicant was not prepared for this option. 
 
Board Member made a motion to table the item.  Board Member Smith seconded 
the motion.  Item was tabled with a vote of 3 to 0. 
 
ITEM #6 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM AUGUST 8, 2018.  
Item Tabled. 
 
ITEM #7 – APPROVAL OF MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2019.  
Item Tabled. 
 
ITEM #8 – BOARD MEMBER’S COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTIONS TO 
STAFF.  
Board Members may use this time to offer additional comments regarding any 
item on this agenda, or any other topic; and the Board may direct staff to study or 
provide additional information on topics of the Boards’ choosing.  

The Board reserves the right to change the order of any Agenda item.   
 
The Board reserves the right to adjourn into executive session when needed 
pursuant to ARS §38-431.03(A) (3) for legal consultation on the above-described 
agenda items. 
 
Chairman Arendell motioned to adjourn, and Kevin seconded, motion 
passed unanimous 
 
With there being no further business to come before the Board of Adjustment, the 
meeting was adjourned at <11:41>.  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting 
by Chairman Chairman Arendell Arendell.  Commissioner Kevin Smith seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 3/0 
 

 
Approved this_______________day of ____________________, 
_______________. 
 
 
 

Chairman, Navajo County  
Board of Adjustment 
 
ATTEST: 
 
Secretary, Navajo County  
Board of Adjustment 


